WACHUSETT REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
HOLDEN PAXTON PRINCETON RUTLAND STERLING
Minutes
Regular Meeting #1358

Monday, February 8, 2021
7:00 PM

MEETING CONDUCTED REMOTELY, VIA GOOGLE MEET

Wachusett Regional School District Committee

Megan Weeks, Chair Kenneth Mills
Michael Dennis, Vice-chair Benjamin Mitchel
Melissa Ayala Karl Ottmar
Krista Bennett Michael Pantos, Jr.
Scott Brown Asima Silva
Maleah Gustafson Christina Smith
Sherrie Haber Jeffrey Sullivan
Laura Kirshenbaum Kelly Williamson
Matthew Lavoie Linda Woodland
Linda Long-Bellil Adam Young

Conmmittee Members Absent:
Robert Imber Deidre Shapiro

Administration Present:
Darryll McCall, Superintendent of Schools
Robert Berlo, Deputy Superintendent
Jeff Carlson, Director of Human Resources
Daniel Deedy, Director of Business and Finance
Brendan Keenan, Director of Social Emotional Learning
Christine Smith, Administrator of Special Education
Barry Sclar, Supervisor of Information Technology
Randi Jacob, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent
Rebecca Petersen, Executive Secretary to the Superintendent

Student Representatives Present:
Kenichi Gomi Kathryn Mangus

Others:
Dr. Mary Meade-Montaque, Educational Consultant

Chair Weeks called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

Chair Weeks announced the meeting was being conducted remotely, via Google Meet, and was
being broadcast live on Channel 194 and holdentv.com. Members of the public could access the



Wachusett Regional School District Cominiitee
Minutes February 8, 2021
Page 2

meeting via YouTube. Chair Weeks explained that members of the public could submit comments
for Public Hearing by way of a link on the District website and she will read aloud what is
submitted.

L Public Hearing

Chair Weeks read what members of the public submitted for Public Hearing (attachment

1):
Kylie Grebinar, 139 Princeton Road, Sterling

Julie Reno, 10 Frederickson Avenue, Holden

II. Chair’s Opening Remarks
Deferred
I, Student Representatives (K. Gomi, K. Mangus)

Student Representative Mangus reported on a collection of items for the Be Like Brit
organization. She spoke about a Black History presentation, with the link available on
the Student Representative website. Cohort C was sent a survey from Principal Beando
to help improve that Cohort’s experience. She last spoke about reaching out to middle
school students to open possibilities for social opportunities, including five clubs being
formed.

Chair Week explained that the Committee will adjourn to executive session, to return to public
session.

Iv. Executive Session to discuss strategy for contract negotiations with bargaining units
(Teamsters Union Local 170 (paraprofessionals), SEIU Local 888 (ABA PAs), and
Wachusett Administrators Association); to discuss potential litigation; and to report on
progress of negotiations with the Wachusett Regional Education Association, Inc.
(WREA) on 2020-2021 school reopening, as the Chair deems discussions in public
session would have an adverse effect on the District’s bargaining position, to return to
public session.

Motion: To enter executive session to discuss strategy for contract negotiations with
bargaining units (Teamsters Union Local 170 (paraprofessionals), SETU Local 888
(ABA PAs), and Wachusett Administrators Association); to discuss potential litigation;
and to report on progress of negotiations with the Wachusett Regional Education
Association, Inc. (WREA) on 2020-2021 school reopening, as the Chair deems
discussions in public session would have an adverse effect on the District’s bargaining
position, to return to public session.

(S. Brown)

(S. Haber)

Roll call vote:




Wachusett Regional School District Committee
Minutes February 8, 2021
Page 3

In favor:
Megan Weeks
Michael Dennis
Melissa Ayala
Krista Bennett
Scott Brown
Maleah Gustafson
Sherrie Haber
Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Linda Long-Bellil
Kenneth Mills
Benjamin Mitchel
Karl Ottmar
Michael Pantos, Jr.
Asima Silva
Christina Smith
Jeffrey Sullivan
Kelly Williamson
Linda Woodiand
Adam Young

Opposed:
None

The motion passed unanimously
The Committee adjourned to executive session at 7:13 PM.
The Committee reconvened in public session at 9:30 PM.
Member Oftmar was not at the table.
Member Smith was not at the table.
With no objection from members, Chair Weeks explained that the agenda would be altered and
the next items to be addressed would be recommendations requiring action by the School
Committee.
V. Superintendent’s Report
A. Recommendations Requiring Action by the School Committee
I. Motion: Upon the recommendation of the Legal Affairs Subcommittee, the
WRSDC accepts the settlement agreement between AA Transportation and the
WRSD, as written.

(S. Brown)
(S. Haber)
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Roll call vote:

In favor:
Megan Weeks
Melissa Ayala
Scott Brown
Sherrie Haber
Linda Long-Bellil
Kenneth Mills
Benjamin Mitchel
Michael Pantos, Jr.
Jeffrey Sullivan
Kelly Williamson
Adam Young

Opposed:
Michael Dennis
Krista Bennett
Maleah Gustafson
Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Asima Silva
Linda Woodland

The motion passed 11 — 7.

2. Motion: To ratify the Collectively Bargained Contract between WRSD and
the Wachusett Administrators Association
(S. Brown)
(S. Haber)

Roll call vote:

In favor:
Megan Weeks
Michael Dennis
Melissa Ayala
Krista Bennett
Scott Brown
Maleah Gustafson
Sherrie Haber
Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Linda Long-Bellil
Kenneth Mills
Benjamin Mitchel
Michael Pantos, Jr.
Asima Silva
Jeffrey Sullivan
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Kelly Williamson
Linda Woodland
Adam Young

Opposed:
None

The motion passed unanimously.

3. Motion: To authorize the Superintendent of Schools to sign the Memorandum
of Agreement Between WRSD and the WREA — Implementation of Hybrid
Plan

(S. Brown)
(M. Pantos)

Roll call vote:

In favor:
Megan Weeks
Michael Dennis
Melissa Ayala
Krista Bennett
Scott Brown
Maleah Gustafson
Sherrie Haber
Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Linda Long-Bellil
Kenneth Mills
Benjamin Mitchel
Michael Pantos, Jr.
Asima Silva
Jeffrey Sullivan
Kelly Williamson
Linda Woodland
Adam Young

Opposed.
None

The motion passed unanimously.

Motion: To extend the meeting until 10:30 PM
(L. Long-Bellil)
(K. Mills)

Roll call vote:
In favor:
Megan Weeks




Michael Dennis
Melissa Ayala
Krista Bennett
Scott Brown
Maleah Gustafson
Sherrie Haber
Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Linda Long-Bellil
Kenneth Mills
Benjamin Mitchel
Jeffrey Sullivan
Kelly Williamson
Linda Woodland
Adam Young

Opposed:

The motion passed 16-2.
10:00 PM Member Mitchel left the meeting.

10:00 PM Member Ottmar rejoined the meeting.

VL

VI

Michael Pantos, Jr.
Asima Silva

B. Discussion of Report
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Educational Consultant Mary Meade-Montaque - Update on Quantitative Data
Regarding the State of Education within the WRSD

Chair Weeks welcomed Dr. Meade-Montaque to the meeting, and she invited
Superintendent McCall and Dr. Meade-Monteque to address the Committee. A
presentation titled WRSD Data Report was projected (attachment 2). Dr. Meade-
Montaque and Superintendent McCall reviewed the information and data. At the
conclusion of the presentation, Chair Weeks gave members the opportunity to ask
questions and to make comments, with many members asking questions and
making comments, and Superintendent McCall responding.

Deferred

I.

Unfinished Business

Secretary’s Report

A. Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School District

held on August 24, 2020



VIIL

IX.
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Deferred

. Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School District

Committee held on September 14, 2020

Deferred

. Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School District

Committee held on September 29, 2020

Deferred

. Approval of the Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School

District Committee held on November 9, 2020

Deferred

. Approval of the Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School

District Committee held on November 17, 2020

Deferred

. Approval of the Executive Session Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School

District Committee held on December 7, 2020

Deferred

. Approval of #330 Special Meeting Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School

District Committee held on January 25, 2021

Deferred

. Approval of #1357 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Wachusett Regional School

District Committee held on January 25, 2021

Deferred

Treasurer’s Report/Financial Statements
Deferred
Committee Reports

A. Management Subcommittee (M. Weeks, Chair, M. Dennis, Vice-chair, S. Brown, K.

Mills, A. Silva, C. Smith, A. Young)

Deferred
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. Education Subcommittee (C. Smith, Chair, L. Long-Bellil, Vice-chair, K. Bennett, S.
Haber, R. Imber, L. Kirshenbaum, D. Shapiro)

Deferred

Business/Finance Subcommittee (M. Dennis, Chair, K. Mills, Vice-chair, M.
Gustafson, B. Mitchel, K. Ottmar)

Deferred

. Legal Affairs Subcommittee (S. Brown, Chair, K. Ottmar, Vice-chair, R. Imber, K.
Mills)

Deferred

. Superintendent Goals and Evaluation Subcommittee (K. Mills, Chair, L. Kirshenbaum,
K. Williamson, L. Woodland)

Deferred

. Facilities and Security Subcommittee (A. Young, Chair, K. Bennett, M. Pantos, L.
Woodland)

Deferred

. Diversity, Equity, and Anti-Racism Subcommittee (A. Silva, Chair, L. Woodland,
Vice-chair, M. Ayala, K. Bennett, M. Gustafson, J. Haynes, L. Kirshenbaum, L. Long-
Bellil)

Deferred

. Audit Advisory Board (B. Mitchel, Chair, A. Young, Vice-chair)

Deferred

Ad Hoc Subcommittees

Building Committees

. School Council Reports:

Central Tree Middle School (M. Lavoie), Chocksett Middle School (K. Williamson),
Davis Hill Elementary School (K. Williamson), Dawson Elementary School (L.
Kirshenbaum), Glenwood Elementary School {(N. Amos), Houghton Elementary
School (D. Shapiro), Mayo Elementary School (A. Young), Mountview Middle

School (8. Brown), Naquag Elementary School (S. Haber), Paxton Center School (K.
Ottmar), Thomas Prince School (A. Silva), Wachusett Regional High School (K.



10:28 PM Member Young left the meeting.

XL

The meeting adjourned at 10:29 PM.
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Mills), Early Childhood Center (L. Woodland), Special Education Parents Advisory

Council (SEPAC) (M. Gustafson)

Deferred

Public Hearing
Deferred
New Business

Deferred

Adjournment

Motion: To adjourn.

Roll call vote:

In favor:

Michael Dennis
Krista Bennett
Scott Brown

Laura Kirshenbaum
Matthew Lavoie
Linda Long-Bellil
Kar] Ottmar
Michael Pantos, Jr.
Asima Silva
Jeffrey Sullivan
Kelly Williamson

Opposed:

Megan Weeks
Melissa Ayala
Maleah Gustafson
Sherrie Haber
Kenneth Mills
Linda Woodland

The motion passed 11-6

Respectfully submitted,

(L. Kirshenbaum)
(J. Sullivan)
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Darryll McCall, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

DM:rlp

Attachments:
» Attachment I — Public Comments
o Attachment 2 — Presentation WRSD Data Report
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